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speak straight to the heart.1 And it was this
fearless confidence in the substance of Scripture
which delivered him from that murderous tenacity
about trifles which has been the bane of the Churches
of Protestantism. The eagle that soars near the
sun is not concerned about how it will cross the
streams.

Ill

It is a great descent to pass from the sixteenth
to the seventeenth century. Luther's was the
golden age of Protestantism. But, alas, the fine
gold was soon exchanged for dull lead, Christian
liberty for the bondage of a hard scholasticism.
When we reach the Swiss Formula Consensus, in
1675, the darkness can be felt; we are in the Middle
Ages of Protestantism. The seventeenth century
was a century of violent controversy and rigid
definition. " Methods of interpretation really in-
consistent with Protestantism crept back in detail."2
The limits of the Canon were once more traced with
unwavering lines.3 The old misconception of the
Bible as a statute-book of doctrine and morality

1  See Robertson Smith's Old Testament in the Jewish Church,
p. 19.

2  Robertson Smith's Lectures and Essays, p. 402.

3  Cp.? for example, the certainty of the Westminster divines
with the uncertainty of Luther and Calvin.